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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Eston  TTrban  District  Council : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  this  district  for  the  year  1949. 

With  regard  to  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  — the 
Birth  Rate  is  very  slightly  lower  than  in  the  previous  year 
and  the  Death  Rate  is  slightly  higher,  but  as  I have  previously 
suggested,  in  a small  community  such  as  this,  these  rates  are 
liable  to  considerable  fluctuations  without  any  significance 
being  attached  to  them.  I am  however  concerned  to  note  that 
the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (the  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first 
year  of  life  per  thousand  births  in  the  year)  is  55  this  year 
as  compared  with  45  in  the  previous  year.  I consider  this  to 
be  very  disappointing.  An  examination  of  the  causes  of  death 
among  these  infants  shows  that  of  the  total  deaths  of  42, 
9 died  of  Prematurity  in  the  first  week  of  life,  8 died  of 
Pneumonia  and  5 died  of  Gastro-enteritis.  As  I have  emphas- 
ised in  previous  years,  these  figures  demonstrate  that  there 
is  a great  need  for  hospital  treatment  for  the  Premature 
Infant  and  for  the  Infant  suffering  from  such  conditions  as 
Pneumonia  and  Gastro-enteritis. 

The  year  1949  was  the  first  full  year  of  the  working  of 
the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948.  While  it  is  true  that  this 
Authority  is  not  a major  Health  Authority  and  is  not  there- 
fore directly  responsible  for  the  working  of  the  Act,  never- 
theless, since  the  Act  is  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  health 
and  medical  care  of  the  people  of  this  district,  I consider 
that  this  is  a proper  place  to  comment  on  an  Act  which  is 
of  such  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  community.  As 
Councillors  are  aware,  the  Act  established  three  main  bodies 
(1)  Regional  Hospital  Boards  for  the  control  of  Hospitals 
and  Specialists ; (2)  Executive  Councils  for  the  control  of 
Doctors,  Dentists,  Pharmacists  and  Opticians  ; and  (3)  Major 
Health  Authorities  for  the  control  of  Midwives,  District 
Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and  Domestic  Helps,  etc.  By  dele- 
gation, the  day  to  day  administration  of  the  Health  Authority 
Services  in  this  area  are  controlled  by  a Local  Health  Sub- 
Committee.  In  reviewing  the  first  full  year  of  this  new  Act 
one  must  always  make  allowance  for  the  fact  that  such  a 
great  change  in  the  Hospital  and  Medical  Services  in  the 
country  could  not  be  accomplished  without  some  minor  dis- 
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locations.  Speaking  broadly,  the  change  has  been  accomplished 
with  remarkably  little  upset,  which  is,  I think,  a tribute 
to  those  who  have  to  work  the  Act,  whether  as  officials  or  as 
professional  servants,  or  as  members  of  the  various  bodies. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  to  my  mind  one  or  two  fundamental 
weaknesses  in  the  framework  of  the  Act  which  prevent  it 
from  becoming  the  success  we  all  hope  it  to  be.  There  is 
a lack  of  co-operation  between  the  three  main  bodies.  They 
are  too  remote  from  each  other  and  they  appear  to  prefer 
to  work  too  much  independently  of  each  other.  This  is 
illustrated  by  the  fate  of  our  former  Isolation  Hospital. 
Despite  the  well  known  need  for  a Maternity  Home  in  this 
area  and  with  little  or  no  regard  for  the  wishes  of  the  inhab- 
itants, the  Regional  Hospital  Board  refused  to  allow  the 
hospital  to  be  used  as  a Maternity  Home.  In  my  view,  there 
is  a grave  weakness  in  the  new  Act  in  the  fact  that  the 
members  of  the  various  bodies  are  appointed  and  not  elected. 
This  cuts  out  all  public  interest  in  and  criticism  of  these  var- 
ious bodies ; such  bodies  as  Regional  Boards,  Executive  Coun- 
cils and  possibly  too,  Hospital  Management  Committees,  are 
too  remote  and  aloof,  and  they  miss  the  stimulus  of  public 
criticism.  I feel  that  such  a system  of  appointment  is  bad, 
is  not  democratic  and  in  the  long  run  will  be  detrimental  to 
the  success  of  the  Act.  Insofar  as  the  Local  Authority  Services 
in  this  area  are  concerned,  the  position  is  satisfactory ; the 
Major  Health  Authority — the  North  Riding  County  Council — 
have  been  very  reasonable  in  their  attitude  to  the  Local 
Health  Sub-Committee.  In  addition,  we  had  the  great  advan- 
tage so  far  as  the  Nursing  Services  were  concerned,  of  taking 
over  from  three  very  efficient  and  well  managed  Nursing 
Associations,  and  the  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 
in  this  district  continued  their  excellent  work  without  the 
slightest  upset.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  those 
men  and  women  in  this  district  who  as  the  result  of  years  of 
voluntary  service  were  able  to  present  us  with  such  an 
efficient  Nursing  Service. 

As  in  previous  years,  I have  made  such  comments  as  I 
thought  necessary  under  the  various  sections  of  the  report. 

I must  again  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  and 
Officials  of  the  Council  for  the  cordial  help  and  support  I have 
received  from  them  during  the  year,  and  finally,  I am  most 
indebted  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal 
and  willing  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  DUNLOP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Condition 


of  the  Area. 

11  ■!  ■■»■»!— ^P— ■ ^ 


Population 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the 
district  in  the  mid-year  1949  was  33,060  as  compared  with  an 
estimate  of  population  for  the  mid-year  1948  of  32,540. 
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„ 1949  ... 

...  33,060 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council's  Accountant  who  has  supp- 
lied me  with  the  following  statistics : — 

Area  of  the  District  (acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1949) 
according  to  Rate  Books  ... 

Rateable  value  (September,  1949)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


5,559 

8,590 
£141,745 
£541  3 6 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


According  to  my  information,  the  main  industries  in  the 
district  continue  to  maintain  a high  level  of  employment. 
This  is  the  most  important  of  all  social  factors.  The  well- 
being of  the  family  and  therefore  of  the  community  as  a 
whole  depends  on  the  family  income.  The  Health  and  Welfare 
Services  can  do  much  for  the  communal  health  but  poverty 
can  undo  much  of  the  good  work  done  by  these  services. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Public  Health  alone,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  high  level  of  employment  will  continue. 

Housing  still  continues  to  be  the  major  social  problem 
of  to-day.  1 am  well  aware  that  the  record  of  this  Council 
as  regards  housing  is  a particularly  good  one,  but  speaking 
generally,  I feel  that  houses  to-day  should  have  the  priority 
that  guns  and  planes  had  in  war  time.  In  my  view,  no  build- 
ing is  so  important  or  necessary  as  a house — we  may  need 
modern,  up-to-date  hospitals  and  schools,  but  even  before 
these,  we  need  homes  for  the  people.  In  particular,  I am 
thinking  of  the  newly-married,  who  are  missing  the  best  years 
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of  their  married  lives  through  not  having  a house  of  their 
own,  and  I feel  sure  that  such  a sense  of  frustration  as 
results  from  this,  cannot  but  be  reflected  in  the  industrial 
efficiency  of  the  young  husband.  Moreover,  from  my  work 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  I know  that  the  young  mother 
of  to-day  is  almost  without  exception,  showing  splendid 
mothercraft,  and  she  most  certainly  deserves  the  encourage- 
ment and  satisfaction  of  having  a house  of  her  own.  The 
detailed  Housing  information  is  given  in  that  part  of  the 
report  prepared  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  As  mem- 
bers are  aware,  an  allocation  of  houses  is  given  to  families 
in  which  there  is  a case  of  Tuberculosis.  I would  like  in 
this  connection  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Housing 
Manager  for  his  very  close  co-operation  and  help,  and  for 
his  great  willingness  to  do  all  he  can  for  those  unfortun- 
ate families. 

From  my  work  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  in  the 
Schools,  I can  report  that  the  general  health  of  the  children 
in  the  area  continues  to  be  most  satisfactory.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  the  children  of  to-day  are  very  much  better 
physically  than  were  the  children  of  the  pre-war  years.  So 
far  as  this  particular  district  is  concerned,  there  appear  to  me 
to  be  two  main  reasons  for  this:  (1)  Improved  economic 
conditions ; and  (2)  School  meals. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Live  Births: — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

724 

391 

333 

Illegitimate 

38 

20 

18 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populat 

ion — Z6. 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales- 

-16.7. 

Still  Births: — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

26 

16 

10 

Illegitimate 

2 

♦ • • • • • imJ 

1 

1 

Rate  per 

1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 35.4. 

Deaths 

Total  Male  Female 

385  226  159 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.6 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 11.7. 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000*  live  births  ...  ...  55.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53.9 
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illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78.9 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  — 32. 

Analysis  of  Deaths  in  Age  Groups: — 

The  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year,  divided  into 
age  groups,  are  as  follows  : — 

42  deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 
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„ 10 
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„ IS 
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45 

92 

„ 45 

„ „ 65 
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„ 75 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1949 


Cause  of 
death 

Under 

1 week 

1 - 2 
weeks 

2 - 3 
weeks 

3 - 4 
weeks 

Total 

under 

4 weeks 

1 - 3 
months 

3 - 6 
months 

6 - 9 
months 

9 - 12 
months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Gastro- 

Enteritis 

■ 

- 

. 

i 

5 

■ 

- 

5 

Prematurity 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Atelectasis 

4 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Pyloric 

stenosis 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

_ 

...  ■■ 

—— 

2 

Hydro- 

cephalus 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— - 

5 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital 

heart 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Toxic 

myocarditis 

_ 

— 

... 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

Maternal 

causes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

15 

1 

2 

2 

20 

8 

9 

3 

2 

42 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M.  F. 


Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i — 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  13  10 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Cancer  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31  28 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  ...  25  18 

Heart  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58  41 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ...  ...  9 7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18  11 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  7 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 1 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 6 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 3 

Maternal  cause  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 1 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  dis.  ...  ...  ...  12  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

Road  traffic  accident  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 3 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  12 


226  159 


An  analysis  of  the  above  causes  of  death  shows  again 
that  Heart  Disease  and  associated  conditions  are  the  principal 
causes  of  death,  with  Cancer  next  on  the  list. 


SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


in  the  Area. 


The  details  of  the  Staff  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Report. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


As  in  previous  years,  the  examination  of  pathological 
specimens  was  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Northallerton.  Formerly  most  of  such  specimens  sent 
came  from  our  Isolation  Hospital,  but  with  the  closing  of  this 
hospital  in  May,  1949,  no  specimens  were  sent  after  that  date. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  this  district  are  taken  to 
West  Lane  Fever  Hospital,  Middlesbrough,  by  ambulance  pro- 
vided by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  from  their  Ambu- 
lance Depot  at  Redcar.  According  to  my  information  this 
service  has  proved  to  be  efficient. 

For  the  removal  of  General  Medical  and  Maternity  cases, 
an  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  who  act  in  this  area  as  the  agents  of  the  County 
Council.  The  Brigade  provides  two  ambulances  and  one 
sitting  case  car.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  McCallum,  Divisional 
Superintendent  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  for  the 
following  brief  report  on  the  services  rendered  by  the 
Ambulance  Brigade  during  the  year. 

3,807  (630)  Patients  carried  between  home  and  hospital. 

20  (37)  Road  accidents  to  hospital. 

95  (94)  Works  accidents  to  hospital. 

3,922  (761)  Patients  conveyed. 

— \ ' — T 

Miles  travelled  by  the  ambulance — 50,574  (6,710). 

As  an  interesting  comparison  showing  the  increasing  use 
made  of  the  Ambulance  Services,  I have  inserted  in  brackets 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1947  — the  last  complete  year 
in  which  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  ran  a voluntary 
ambulance  service. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES 

As  stated  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  three  local  Nursing 
Associations  have  now  ceased  to  function  as  such,  and  their 
staffs,  both  Midwives  and  District  Nurses  passed  to  the 
service  of  the  North  Riding  County  Council.  In  this  district 
the  North  Riding  County  Council  employs  9 Midwives, 
6 full-time  and  1 part-time  General  Nurses.  The  work  can 
be  summarised  thus  : — , 

Total  visits  in  1949. 

General  ...  ...  17,324  Ante-Natal  visits  ...  4,209 

Maternity  & Midwife  10,831  Ante-natal  Clinics  ...  126 

Tuberculosis  cases  ...  539  Casual  visits  ...  1,383 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

All  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  in  the  area  are  under 
the  control  of  the  North  Riding  County  Council. 

SECTIONS  C D.  and  E. 

Details  of  the  circumstances  in  the  area  coming  under 
these  sections  are  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SEGTION  F. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious 


Diseases. 


As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  so  far  as  the  inci- 
dence of  Infectious  Disease  is  concerned,  the  points  of  note 
are  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  and  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Infectious  Diseases  amongst  Children  in  the  area : — 


Scarlet  Fever: 


Diphtheria: 


Measles: 

Whooping 

Cough: 


26  cases  occurred  in  children  under  5 years 
and  31  amongst  school  children. 

1 case  of  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  occurred  in 
a child  under  5 years  and  no  cases  amongst 
school  children.  In  this  one  case,  the  child 
had  not  been  immunised. 

238  cases  occurred  in  children  under  5 years 
and  96  in  school  children. 

10  cases  occurred  in  children  under  5 years 
and  4 in  school  children.  * 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

As  in  previous  years,  the  vast  majority  of  children 
immunised  were  dealt  with  at  the  School  Clinics  in  South 
Bank  and  Grangetown.  During  the  year  632  children  under 
5 years  and  93  children  of  school  age  were  immunised;  in 
addition,  975  children  of  school  age  received  a reinforcing 
dose. 

In  December,  1949,  a complete  survey  was  made  of  the 
School  Medical  Record  Cards  of  all  the  children  in  all  the 
schools  in  the  district  and  in  addition  the  Infant  Welfare 
Cards  of  all  children  of  pre-school  years  were  examined  to 
determine  if  they  had  been  immunised.  It  was  thus  hoped 
to  obtain  as  nearly  as  possible  a complete  picture  as  to  the 
state  of  immunisation  in  all  children  under  15  years  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  1949.  The  following  table  gives  an 
analysis  of  the  findings  : — 

IMMUNISING  IN  ESTON  AREA 


(Age  as 

No.  in 

at  31.12.49) 

No. 

% No. 

Age  Group 

Group 

Immunsd. 

Immunsd.  Reinforced 

0 — 1 years 

720 

67 

9 

1 — 2 years 

739 

509 

69 

2 — 3 years 

743 

560 

75 

3 — 4 years 

655 

516 

79 

4 — 5 years 

629 

505 

80 

10 


In  Age  Group  0 — 5,  of  3,486  children,  2,157  or  62%  have 
been  immunised. 

In  Age  Group  1 — 5,  of  2,766  children,  2,090  or  76%  have 
been  immunised. 


Age  Group 

No.  in 
Group 

No. 

immuiisd. 

% 

Immunsd. 

No. 

Reinforced 

5 — 6 years 

447 

401 

89 

156 

6 — 7 years 

674 

596 

88 

191 

7 — 8 years 

671 

621 

92 

258 

8 — 9 years 

542 

512 

94 

273 

9 — 10  years 

571 

548 

96 

304 

1,182 


In  Age  Group  5- 

—under 

10,  of  2,905 

children,  2,678 

92%  have  been  immunised. 

No.  in 

No. 

% 

No. 

Age  Group 

Group 

Immunsd.  Immunsd. 

Reinforced 

10 — 11  years 

639 

602 

94 

362 

11—12  years 

429 

403 

94 

195 

12 — 13  years 

459 

442 

96 

200 

13 — 14  years 

475 

460 

97 

114 

14 — 15  years 

435 

424 

97 

17 

888 

In  Age  Group  10 — under  15,  of  2,437  children,  2,331  or 
95%  have  been  immunised. 

Of  5,574  children  of  school  age,  5,233  or  94%  have  been 
immunised. 

Of  5,574  children  of  school  age,  2,070  or  37%  have  had 
a reinforcing  dose. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  District  in  past  7 years 


1943  49 

1944  44 

1945  ...  ...  24 

1946  14 

1947  5 

1948  2 

1949  1 


ll 


The  Diphtheria  immunising  campaign  has  continued  dur- 
ing the  year  with  undiminished  effort  and  in  fact  the  actual 
number  of  children  dealt  with  was  greater  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  Increasing  attention  was  paid  during  the  year  to 
the  giving  of  reinforcing  doses,  particularly  to  school  entrants. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  as  shown  by  the  above  tables, 
Diphtheria  has  been  practically  wiped  out  in  this  district. 
While  this  is  very  satisfying,  it  must  always  be  remembered 
that  this  happy  state  of  affairs  will  only  continue  so  long  as 
we  have  a high  percentage  of  the  children  immunised  (the 
standard  set  by  the  Ministry  is  75%  of  children  and  the 
average  for  this  district  is  81%).  In  addition,  it  is  equally 
important  to  remember  that  children  immunised  must  be 
maintained  in  this  high  state  of  protection  and  that  can  only 
be  done  by  giving  at  about  5 yearly  intervals,  reinforcing 
doses  to  all  children  previously  immunised.  Moreover,  we 
must  never  forget  that  there  are  approximately  1,500  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  in  this  district  who  have  never 
been  immunised  — such  children  could  easily  act  as  a reser- 
voir of  infection  were  we  to  experience  an  outbreak  of  Diph- 
theria. I am  simply  at  a loss  to  explain  why  the  parents  of 
these  children  refuse  to  have  them  immunised.  With  the 
support  of  Head  Teachers  and  by  really  magnificent  work 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  every  means  of  persuasion  have  been 
adopted ; personal  letters  and  interviews  have  been  tried,  but 
nothing  seems  to  convince  them.  My  own  conclusion  is  that 
it  is  just  sheer  indifference  on  the  part  of  these  parents,  but 
it  is  a tremendous  pity  that  such  children  should  be  allowed 
to  be  a potential  menace  to  others.  It  is  of  interest  to  point 
out  one  very  practical  advantage  and  gain  to  the  area  which 
has  resulted  from  the  success  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 
and  that  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  possible  to  close  the  Flatts 
Lane  Hospital  as  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  to  use 
it  as  a General  Hospital  in  conjunction  with  Eston  Hospital. 
As  I had  some  part  in  the  negotiations  dealing  with  the 
transfer  of  our  Infectious  Diseases  cases  to  Middlesbrough, 
I can  state  without  any  fear  of  contradiction,  that  had  the 
incidence  of  Diphtheria  on  Tees-side  been  as  high  in  1948  as 
it  was  in  1943,  this  transfer  would  have  been  impossible.  In 
other  words,  the  success  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  made 
it  possible  to  free  our  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  other 
purposes. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  is  a Table  of  particulars  of  Infectious 
Diseases  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  (now  known  as 
Normanby  Hospital)  in  1949. 


Disease 

No.  of 
cases 
admitted 

No.  in 
at 

31.12.48 

No.  of  cases 
discharged 
or  died 

No.  in 
hospital  at 

30.4.49 

Scarlet  Fever  

17 

1 

16 

2 

Chickenpox  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  or  sus- 
pected Dip 

5 

2 

7 

mrnmrnm 

Scarlet  with  Chicken 
pox  

1 

1 

Scarlet  with  burns  ... 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  

2 

— 

2 

— 

Enteritis  

1 

— 

1 

— 

T.B'.  Meningitis 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  

1 

_ 

1 

... 

Meningococcal 
infection  

2 

— 

1 

1 

34 

4 

34 

4 

All  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted  proved  to  be  nega- 
tive. 


30/4/49.  The  Hospital  ceased  to  admit  cases  of  Infec- 
tious Disease  after  this  date. 

5/5/49.  One  case  of  Meningococcal  infection  and  one 
Scarlet  Fever  with  burns  were  transferred  to  West  Dane 
Hospital,  Middlesbrough,  leaving  the  two  convalescent  Scarlet 
Fever  cases. 

11/5/49.  The  two  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  discharged 
home,  leaving  no  patients  in  hospital. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  WARDS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1949 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  and  of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  in  age  groups : — 


Age  periods 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Under  1 year 

. 

„ . . - 

, 

, , 

■ 



_ 

_ 

1 and  5 years  ... 

_ 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 and  10  years  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  and  15  years  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15  and  20  years  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

20  and  25  years  ... 

3 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  and  35  years  ... 

6 

5 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

35  and  45  years  ... 

4 

1 

— 

■ — 

4 

— 

— 

— 

45  and  55  years  ... 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55  and  65  years  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

22 

23 

4 

4 

13 

10 

— 

2 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  shows  a decrease  of 
4 as  compared  with  1948.  The  deaths  from  this  cause  show  an 
increase  of  9 on  those  for  the  previous  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Eston  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  accords  me  considerable  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  this, 
the  Annual  Report,  recording  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  and 
Cleansing  Department,  for  the  year  1949. 

Steady  progress  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  in 
the  execution  of  essential  works  of  repair  to  housing.  The 
easing  of  licence  restrictions  did  assist  towards  more  expedi- 
tous  compliance  of  notices,  but  the  year  was  not  opportune 
to  warrant  the  institution  of  full  scale  housing. 

Food  was  kept  under  review  through  the  medium  of 
sampling,  enforcement  of  registrations  and  regular  inspec- 
tion of  Food  premises. 

Mid-way  through  the  year  a new  tip  was  commenced, 
this  entailed  much  work  of  preparation.  Expense  was  in- 
curred through  the  necessity  of  pumping  the  clay  hole  clear 
of  water  before  being  put  into  use.  However,  much  satis- 
faction can  now  be  obtained  from  the  fact  that  suitable  tip- 
ping facilities  will  be  available  to  your  Authority  for  a number 
of  years. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  was  steadily  carried  on 
throughout  the  year.  A weekly  service  was  maintained  and 
although  there  was  no  marked  increase  in  remuneration  from 
the  sales  of  salvage  this  could  be  accounted  for  owing  to  the 
falling  markets  in  relation  to  all  salvaged  materials. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  with  the  formation  of 
the  Tees-side  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  Local  Authorities 
on  Smoke  Abatement,  spade-work  was  commenced  towards 
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the  obtaining  of  Dust  Deposit  data  in  your  area.  The  coming 
year  will  see  this  preparation  put  into  effect.  The  collated 
evidence  from  all  the  Authorities  should,  if  put  to  proper  use, 
be  a means  of  effecting  improvement  of  the  present  polluted 
atmosphere  of  Tees-side. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  other  Officials  of  your  Authority  for 
their  ready  co-operation  and  assistance  towards  the  successful 
working  of  the  Department.  In  conclusion  my  thanks  are 
tendered  to  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
the  Workmen  of  the  Cleansing  Department  for  their  loyal 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  BURROWS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


18 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 

(b)  ) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(b)  (1)  For  Local  Authority — Permanent  ... 

( 2 ) — Te  mporary 

(3)  Other  than  Local  Authority  ... 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspec- 

ted for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 

p O SO  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 

p O S 0 •••  •••  •••  • • • •••  • * * 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


127 

127 

nil 

nil 


3,237 


nil 

nil 


nil 


1,904 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  1,853 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices : — 
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(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  the  ser- 
vice of  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demo- 

lished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Acts,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determ- 
ined, the  tenement  or  rooms  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  nil 


4. 


Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  — Overcrowding. 

An  up-to-date  survey  has  not  yet  been  put  into  effect, 
therefore  no  true  record  of  the  present  overcrowding  in 
the  District  is  to  hand. 


During  the  year  approximately  400  new  applications 
for  houses  were  received  by  the  Housing  Department 
and  the  following  information  of  lettings  has  been  ob- 
tained from  this  Department : — 

Overcrowded  families  re-housed  ...  ...  15 


Sub-tenants  re-housed — General  ...  ...  14 

— Ex-Service  ...  39 

Tuberculosis  in  family — re-housed  ...  8 
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Squatters  re-housed  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Properties  demolished  for  Industrial 

Development — Tenants  re-housed  ...  27 

Aged  Persons  re-housed  ...  ...  ...  19 

Key  Workers  housed  ...  ...  ...  39 

Special  cases  re-housed  (including  houses 

for  Staff)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total  ...  170 


WATER 

Throughout  the  year  the  water  supply  of  the  area  has 
been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  who  are  the  bulk  suppliers 
for  the  whole  of  the  Tees-side  area,  supply  water  to  your 
Authority  and  their  own  inspectors  have  obtained  an  average 
of  55  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  samples  per  month.  A 
summary  of  the  analysts  results  as  obtained  from  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board  are  appended  herewith. 


LARTINGTON  GRAVITATION  SUPPLY 
Summary  of  Results  — 1949 


Appearance  — Clear  and  bright. 

Odour  — nil. 

Avge. 

r)  1 1 ...  ...  ...  ...  7 . 0 

Max. 

7.1 

Min. 

6.8 

Colour  (Hazen) 

• • • 

70 

100 

35 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

• • • 

6 

11 

4 

Total  Solids  ... 

• • • 

91 

110 

70 

Chlorides 

• • • 

7 

9 

6 

Total  Alkalinity 

• • • 

43 

55 

25 

Total  Hardness 

• • • 

35 

65 

40 

Temporary  Hardness 

. . ♦ 

43 

55 

25 

Permanent  Hardness 

« • • 

10 

15 

0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

• • • 

0.1 

0.6 

nil 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

• • • 

0.01 

0.01 

nil 

Free  Ammonia 

• • • 

0.038 

0.140 

nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

• • • 

0.067 

0.120 

0.030 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  3 hours 
at  37°C. 

5.7 

9.0 

3.5 

Iron 

• . . 

0.19 

0.34 

0.05 

Chemical  Results 

expressed  in  Parts 

per  Million. 
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Bacteriological  Results 

Avge.  Max.  Min. 


Bacteria  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml.  1 day  6 12  1 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml.  2 days  9 16  1 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  20°C.  per  ml.  3 days  6 40  0 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  presumptive 

B.  Coli  reaction  per  100  ml.  ...  ...  4 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl. 

Welchii  reaction  per  100  ml.  ...  ...  62 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl. 

Welchii  reaction  per  10  ml.  ...  ...  nil 


The  population  of  the  District  is  33,060  persons  and  there 
are  8,651  premises  in  the  area  deriving  water  supply  from  the 
public  mains  and  the  majority  of  properties  in  the  area  are 
provided  with  internal  water  supplies. 

A survey  of  those  houses  without  internal  water  supply 
is  to  be  carried  out  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  whole  of  this  District  is  drained  on  the  combined 
water  carriage  system.  The  drains  of  all  premises  are  con- 
nected to  the  Public  Sewers  with  the  exception  of  ten 
Squatters’  Huts  at  Teesport,  the  site  of  which  is  situated 
near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Tees  and  at  least  two  miles 
distance  from  any  permanently  occupied  premises. 

The  public  sewers  discharge  their  sewage  direct  into  the 
tidal  flow  of  the  River  Tees,  with  the  exception  of  two  small 
housing  estates  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  District, 
which  discharge  their  drainage,  each  to  a small  disposal  plant, 
one  of  which  is  maintained  by  your  Authority  and  the  other 
by  an  industrial  concern. 

DITCHES  AND  WATER-COURSES 

These  were  kept  under  survey  and  a total  of  22  visits 
were  entailed  relative  to  complaints  received  regarding 
pollution  and  obstruction.  The  work  of  cleaning  out  of 
streams  was  carried  out  by  the  Department  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  of  your  Authority. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

All  premises  in  the  area  with  the  exception  of  three  (3) 
outlying  farmsteads  and  ten  (10)  Squatters’  Huts  at  Tees- 
port are  fitted  with  water  closets.  The  latter  premises  are 
provided  with  Pail  Closets  which  are  serviced  weekly  by  the 
Department. 

There  are  approximately  8,577  Water  Closets  in  this 
District. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  number 
and  nature  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye-laws  in  force  within 
the  District: — 


Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act,  etc. 
Re-inspections  under  above 
Interviews  with  Builders,  Owners  and  others 
Complaints  investigated 


2,900 

1,072 

998 

526 


Inspection  of  : — - 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dairies,  Cowsheds 

Butchers’  Shops,  Slaughterhouses  and  Distri- 
buting Depot 

Markets  and  Food  Stores  ...  ...  r. 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

Works  of  Building  operations 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Public  Halls  and  other  Buildings 

Conveniences  (Public) 

Rat  Infested  Premises 
Verminous  Premises 
Infectious  Disease 
Fumigations 
Drain  Examinations 

Registered  Preparation  Rooms — Food  & Drugs 
2^.  c t ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Scavenging,  Cleansing  and  Salvage 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Miscellaneous  Visits  not  enumerated  above 


29 

94 

236 

158 

64 

116 

12 

3 

9 

29 

743 

170 

180 

102 

395 

196 

666 

6 

475 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  NOTICES  SERVED 

The  various  works  completed  during  the  year  under 
notices  served  or  on  intimation  to  owners  or  occupiers  are 
as  appended  below  : — 

House  and  General 

Number  of : — 

Chimney  and  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  643 

Spoutings  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  ...  ...  226 

Walls  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Lloors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Ceilings  and  wall-plasters  repaired  ...  ...  657 

Window  frames  and  sash  cords  repaired  ...  160 

Lireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  344 
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Sinks  and  .wastepipes  provided  or  repaired  ...  151 

Setpots  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

House  water  supplies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  102 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  34 

Refuse  bins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

House  Drainage 

Drains  tested,  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  37 

New  gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Owners  ...  120 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Council  with- 
out Notices  being  served  ...  ...  ...  1,018 

Wafer  Closets 

Water  supplies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

Cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  215 

Basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Seats  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Owners  ...  43 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  Council  with- 
out Notices  being  served  ...  ...  ...  196 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  use  within  this 
District. 


COMPLAINTS 

During  the  year  868  complaints  were  received  in  the 
Department.  The  number  and  nature  of  the  various  com- 
plaints may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Drain  stoppages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Dilapidated  Refuse  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Verminous  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Rat  and/or  Mice  infestations  ...  ...  ...  89 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 


With  the  easing  of  licence  restrictions  and  the  more 
plentiful  supply  of  building  materials  becoming  available, 
works  of  housing  repair  have  been  steadily  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  excepting  for  those  affected  by  restricted 
timber  supplies. 

A total  of  1,214  drain  stoppages  were  cleared  by  the 
Department’s  workmen  by  means  of  plunging,  so  avoiding 
the  necessity  of  serving  notices  and  also  abating  this  type  of 
objectionable  nuisance  expeditiously. 
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SHOPS 


244  shop  premises  were  visited  during  the  year.  In  22 
of  these  infringements  of  Shops  Act,  and  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  legislation  were  found  to  be  in  existence.  These  matters 
were  put  in  order  after  service  of  intimation  notices.  In  all, 
11  premises  were  cleansed  and  re-decorated,  5 water  closets 
were  put  in  good  order  and  at  6 shop  premises  hot  and  cold 
water  on  tap,  complete  with  hand-basin,  were  installed. 

No  offences  against  shops  closing  hours  were  observed 
during  the  year. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  year  initial  steps  were  taken  by  the  majority 
of  Tees-side  Local  Authorities  to  formulate  a common  policy 
to  effect  some  improvement  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  area 
as  a whole.  A Tees-side  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  Local 
Authorities  was  formed  and  a Technical  Committee  of  Local 
Authorities  Sanitary  Inspectors  was  set  in  being.  To  date 
the  most  important  factor  is  that  Dust  Deposit  Gauges  are 
to  be  set  up  over  the  whole  of  the  Tees-side  Area.  This 
apparatus  is  on  order  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  scheme 
will  be  in  vogue  within  the  very  near  future.  Your  Authority 
are  to  set  up  5 Dust  Deposit  Gauges  within  this  Area. 

Smoke  readings  were  taken  during  the  year  relative  to 
the  emission  from  the  boiler  house  chimney  of  a local  fac- 
tory. The  nuisance  was  remedied  after  negotiating  with  the 
management  of  the  firm. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  Public  Swimming  Baths  or  Pools  within  the 
Urban  District,  however,  there  is  a demand  for  such,  and  no 
doubt  the  matter  will  be  given  favourable  consideration  by 
your  Authority  when  the  opportune  period  for  constructing 
buildings  of  this  type  does  arrive. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  FLEAS  AND  COCKROACHES 

During  the  year  170  visits  were  entailed  relative  to 
verminous  infected  premises.  In  all  60  houses  were  treated 
and  it  was  noticeable  that  a number  of  industrial  concerns 
placed  value  on  the  disinfesting  capabilities  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  numerous  requests  for  service  were  received. 

The  insecticide  used  by  the  Department  contains  D.D.T. 
and  Pyrethrins  and  results  prove,  without  doubt,  what  an 
asset  was  provided  for  civilisation  by  the  discovery  of  D.D.T., 
the  properties  of  which  can  be  seen  in  day  to  day  disinfest- 
ation occurring  in  Health  Department  work. 
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It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  to  inspect  the 
premises  and  furniture  of  all  prospective  Council  House 
tenants,  thus  any  necessary  spraying  can  be  carried  out  before 
the  tenant  is  allowed  to  move  and  records  are  obtained  re 
the  cleanliness  of  all  housing  applicants. - 

The  undermentioned  verminous  furniture  and  bedding 
was  removed  and  destroyed  by  the  Department  during  the 
year.  In  all  cases  owner’s  consent  was  obtained  before 
removal  and  destruction. 

Articles 

Furniture  Bedsteads  Beds  of  Bedding 
1 Suite  3 21  12 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 
Refuse  Collection 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  Five  vehicles  were  engaged  upon  this  work  which 
is  being  gradually  increased  by  the  annual  addition  of  newly 
erected  houses. 

The  average  number  of  Refuse  Bins  emptied  per  week 
from  all  premises  was  approximately  9,329.  The  number  of 
loads  of  refuse  removed  during  the  year  was  4,189,  which  is 
the  equivalent  of  approximately  8,060  tons  of  refuse  collected. 

The  annual  cost  of  Refuse  Collection  for  the  financial 
year  ending  31st  March,  1950,  was  £7,579,  which  is  the  equiv- 
alent of  18s.  9|d.  per  ton  of  refuse  collected. 

Maintenance  to  vehicles  was  carried  out  in  the  Depart- 
ment and  in  all,  these  costs  amounted  to  £166,  which  is  a most 
economical  figure  when  one  considers  the  age  of  three  of 
the  vehicles  and  the  daily  regular  duties  which  each  is  required 
to  perform.  The  carrying  out  of  works  of  repair  to  vehicles 
by  the  Department’s  employees  meant  that  immediate  atten- 
tion was  given,  the  vehicle  concerned  was  returned  to  duty 
with  the  minimum  of  delay,  and  regular  weekly  collection 
of  refuse  was  maintained. 

For  your  information  I have  itemised  the  lost  time  and 
costs  due  to  sickness  of  workmen  of  the  Department  for  this 
year,  and  for  comparison  I have  indicated,  in  brackets,  the 
lost  time  and  costs  due  to  sickness  payments  for  the  year  1948. 


Sick  Pay 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

777 

£440  2 3d. 

151 

(653) 

(£453  11  lid.) 

(160) 
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Refuse  Disposal 

June  1949  saw  the  commencement  of  a new  refuse  tip  on 
the  site  of  old  clay  workings,  back  Surrey  Street,  South 
Bank.  The  obtaining  of  this  tip  was  necessitated  by  your 
Authority  receiving  notice  to  quit  from  the  tip  at  Low 
Lackenby,  the  site  of  which  was  required  for  industrial 
development. 

The  preparation  for  use  of  the  Surrey  Street  tip  entailed 
much  work.  In  the  initial  stages  the  clay  hole  was  partly 
filled  with  water  to  a depth  of  approximately  15  feet;  this 
water,  about  4,000,000  gallons  in  all,  was  pumped  clear  and 
discharged  into  the  public  sewers.  Refuse  covering  materials 
are  available  on  the  site.  A local  industrial  firm  dumped  many 
tons  of  “flue  muck”  here  during  the  war  years,  thus  “Con- 
trolled Tipping”  can  now  be  carried  out  in  the  approved 
manner. 

During  the  year  I recommended  and  received  your  ap- 
proval for  the  purchasing  of  a “Muledozer”.  This  machine  will 
deposit,  consolidate  and  cover  the  refuse,  and  will  be  the 
means  of  solving  labour  difficulties  encountered  during  the 
working  of  the  tip,  by  hand. 

The  cost  of  Refuse  Disposal  for  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1950,  was  £1,204,  the  equivalent  of  2s.  4Jd.  per 
ton.  It  must  be  appreciated  that  this  expenditure  includes 
that  incurred  in  the  preparation  for  use  of  the  new  Tip. 

Salvage 

This  service  is  worked  in  conjunction  with  Refuse  Collec- 
tion. The  vehicles  are  fitted  with  trailers,  and  the  workmen 
collect  salvage  and  refuse  during  the  same  visit. 

The  incentive  bonus  scheme  is  operated  by  your  Council 
and  each  man  receives  bonus  monthly,  calculated  pro-rata 
from  the  monthly  financial  income  from  sales  of  materials. 

Collections  of  Waste  Paper,  Kitchen  Waste  and  other 
salvaged  materials  were  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
although  difficulty  was  encountered  in  the  sales  of  bottles 
and  jars. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a contract  between  Messrs. 
Thames  Board  Mills  Ltd.  and  your  Authority  was  renewed, 
thus  you  are  provided  with  an  outlet  for  waste  paper  sales 
for  the  next  five  (5)  years. 

The  total  income  from  the  sales  of  salvaged  materials 
for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1950,  was  £1,492,  of 
which  £1,084  was  obtained  from  sales  of  salvaged  waste  paper. 
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Street  Sweeping 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  manual  labour  organised  on 
the  “Beat  System".  An  appreciable  amount  of  inconvenience 
and  neglect  in  this  work  has  been  caused  through  absence  of 
workmen  due  to  sickness. 

With  the  gradual  expansion  of  Housing  Estates,  the 
amount  of  sweeping  has  increased  to  approximately  63  miles, 
22  miles  of  this  figure  being  back  streets.  Sweeping  relative 
to  back  streets  has  been  considerably  simplified  in  those  parts 
of  the  area  where  the  air  raid  shelters  have  been  demolished, 
however,  there  are  still  parts  of  the  district  where  the 
remaining  air  raid  shelters  are  an  encumbrance  to  efficient 
cleansing. 

County  Roads  of  approximately  12.69  miles  have  con- 
tinued to  be  swept  and  weeded  by  the  Department,  the  cost 
of  this  work  being  borne  jointly  by  the  County  Council  and 
your  Authority. 

This  work  entailed  a cost  of  £5,557  during  the  financial 
year  ending  31st  March,  1950. 

Gully  Cleaning 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  means  of  Motor  Gully 
Emptier.  The  efficiency  of  the  machine  necessitates  that  each 
gully  is  serviced  every  eight  weeks.  The  number  of  street 
gullies  cleansed  during  the  year  was  7,592. 

Sewer  Flushing 

This  work  is  carried  out  most  expeditiously  with  the 
aid  of  the  Motor  Gully  Emptier.  The  machine  has  a capacity 
of  750  gallons  and  can  be  readily  available  in  case  of 
emergency. 

Snow  Removal  and  Gritting 

No  Snow  Removal  was  required  during  the  year,  although 
a number  of  frosts  did  make  gritting  of  main  roads  a neces- 
sity. The  expenditure  incurred  in  this  work  amounted  to 
£105,  and  as  the  major  part  of  this  work  was  confined  to 
County  Roads  in  your  District,  part  of  this  expenditure  is 
recoverable  from  the  County  Authority. 

FACTORIES 

128  visits  were  made  to  Factories  in  the  District  during 
the  year.  At  17  Factories,  defects  were  found  to  exist,  these 
being  remedied  after  service  of  informal  notices.  12  visits 
were  entailed  relative  to  installation  of  Sanitary  Accommo- 
dation on  sites  of  Building  and/or  Engineering  construction. 

There  are  no  Out-Workers  listed  with  your  Authority. 

A copy  of  Form  572  Factories  Act  1937  and  1948  is 
appended  herewith. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1949  for  the  Urban  District  of  Eston  in  the 

County  of  Yorkshire 

PART  I.  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

17 

46 

11 

ii.  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  

56 

70 

2 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  

8 

12 

4 

Total  ... 

81 

128 

17 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two, 
three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  ucases”.) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

9 

S 

— - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6)  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

4 

3 

— 

4 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

6 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)) 

Total  ... 

17 

18 

— 

7 

— 

PART  VIII.  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111.) 

There  was  a NIL  return  in  respect  of  OUTWORK  for 
the  year. 
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SECTION  E. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 


There  was  no  alteration  in  the  arrangements  of  Meat 
Supplies  to  your  district  for  this  year.  All  Home  Killed 
supplies  are  slaughtered  and  dressed  in  one  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  Controlled  Slaughterhouses  situated  in  the  adjoining 
County  Borough.  English  and  Imported  Meats  are  then 
conveyed  to  the  South  Bank  Meat  Depot  for  distribution  to 
retailers.  The  present  method  of  distribution  does  lend  itself 
to  criticism,  as  over-handling  does  tend  to  deteriorate  the 
quality  and  appearance  of  the  meat  more  rapidly  than  would 
be  the  case  if  your  own  Authority  had  a Public  Abattoir  con- 
structed in  this  Area.  This  then  would  serve  the  needs  of 
your  local  Butchers  and  the  Post  Mortem  work  could  be 
carried  out  by  the  qualified  staff  of  your  own  Health  Depart- 
ment. However,  local  planning  cannot  be  put  into  effect  until 
such  time  as  the  Government’s  policy  on  meat  is  defined. 

All  meats  received  at  the  South  Bank  Depot  are 
examined.  Condemned  commodities  are  certificated  and 
returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Controlled  Slaughterhouse 
in  the  adjoining  County  Borough  to  be  used  for  manufac- 
turing into  materials  other  than  those  intended  for  human 
consumption. 

236  visits  were  entailed  relative  to  Meat  Inspection  in 
Butchers’  shops  and  at  the  South  Bank  Distributing  Depot. 


The  approximate  amount 

of  meat, 

exclusive  of  offals, 

which 

passed  through  the  latter  during  the  year  was  : — 

Home  Killed 

Imported 

Sides  of  Beef 

1,494 

Quarters  of  Beef  ... 

2,192 

Calves 

20 

Calves 

— 

Pigs 

148 

Pigs  

11 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

3,267 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

9,407 

Other  Imported  and  Tinned  Meats 

Pork  Joints  ...  48  bags 

Beef  Joints  ...  ...  27  bags 

Corned  Meats  82,032  lbs. 

197  Self  Suppliers’  Pigs  slaughtered  under  Ministry  of 
Food  licences  were  examined  by  the  Staff  of  the  Department. 
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The  undermentioned  meats  and  foodstuffs  were  found 
on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
subsequently  destroyed  and/or  used  for  purposes  other  than 
human  food. 


English  Beef 

. . . 

526i 

lbs. 

Imported  Beef  ... 

675i 

lbs. 

Mutton 

9 

lbs. 

Cheese 

3 

4 

lb. 

Fresh  Fruit 

98 

stones. 

Brawn,  etc. 

00 

lbs. 

Fish — Wet 

26i 

stones. 

Fish  Cakes 

11 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit 

23 

tins. 

,,  Preserves 

51 

tins. 

,,  Vegetables 

157 

tins. 

„ Soups 

66 

tins. 

„ Meats  ...  

26 

tins. 

,,  Corned  Beef 

76 

tins. 

„ Milk  

74 

tins. 

,,  Fish 

35 

tins. 

Meat  Paste 

2 

jars. 

Sauce 

4 

bottles. 

Pickles 

. . . 

159 

jars. 

Pudding  & other  powders  ... 

• • • 

11 

packets 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  number  of  Slaughtermen’s  Licences  issued  during  the 
year  was  24.  Whilst  there  was  no  regular  slaughtering  taking 
place  within  the  district,  these  slaughtermen  had  acquired 
licences  relative  to  the  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  Self 
Suppliers’  Pigs. 


32 


Registered  Food  Preparation  Rooms 

At  the  end  of  the  year  23  Food  Preparation  Rooms,  ex- 
clusive of  Ice  Cream  premises,  were  registered  with  your 
Authority.  Ail  the  premises  being  provided  with  suitable 
washing  facilities  (this  including  hot  and  cold  water  on  tap), 
adequate  drainage,  lighting,  and  good  structural  state  of 
repair.  The  majority  of  the  premises  were  maintained  in  a 
good  standard  of  cleanliness  due  no  doubt  to  the  frequency 
of  inspections.  In  all  196  visits  were  made  to  these  premises 
throughout  the  year.  11  intimations  were  given  regarding 
cleansing  and  re-decorating ; these  were  complied  with  with- 
out having  to  resort  to  formal  action.  5 informal  notices 
were  served  for  repairs  of  reconstruction  and  6 notices  for 
the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  on  tap  together  with 
suitable  washing  basin.  These  works  were  completed  prior 
to  registration  being  granted. 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  of  which  there  are  only  eight  within 
the  District,  were  visited  frequently  throughout  the  year. 
Five  of  these  kitchens  are  attached  to  Works  Canteens  and 
in  all  31  visits  of  inspection  were  made.  All  the  premises 
are  of  reasonably  good  construction,  especially  the  larger 
works  canteens  and  no  complaint  could  be  found  regarding 
the  methods  of  preparation  and  storage,  although,  in  all  cases 
the  frequent  changes  necessitated  by  employees  leaving  their 
employment  and  causing  the  management  to  engage  new  and 
untrained  assistants,  did  create  a problem  in  food  handling 
which  can  only  be  solved  when  employees  are  sufficiently 
interested  in  their  work  to  have  pride  in  it.  A high  standard 
of  food  hygiene  demands  that  healthy  and  experienced  assist- 
ants be  employed. 


Food  Stores  and  Markets 

158  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  supervision 
of  Food  Stores  and  Markets.  The  weekly  market  continued 
to  expand  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  stallholders  in 
attendance  each  week  was  almost  equal  to  that  of  pre-war. 

During  the  year  your  Authority  resolved  to  adopt  Bye- 
Laws  under  Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  secur- 
ing the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Practices  and 
Conditions  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air.  This 
legislatory  control,  when  in  effect,  will  be  most  beneficial 
in  assisting  towards  the  attaining  of  an  improvement  of 
standard  in  food  hygiene  at  the  Market,  foodshops  and  food 
handling  premises  in  the  area. 
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Bakehouses 

There  are  eleven  (11)  Bakehouses  registered  with  your 
Authority.  Twenty-nine  (29)  inspections  were  made  to  these 
throughout  the  year  and  seven  (7)  were  found  to  require 
walls  and  ceilings  to  be  cleansed  and  re-decorated.  This 
work  was  completed  on  intimation  notices  being  served. 

Fish  Shops 

Sixty-four  (64)  visits  were  made  to  Fish  Frying  premises 
and  Wet  Fish  shops  in  your  District  during  the  year ; live 
(5)  of  the  preparation  rooms  were  found  to  require  works  of 
cleansing  and  re-decorating.  This  work  was  complied  with- 
out service  of  formal  notice. 

Ice  Cream 

At  the  end  of  the  year  39  premises  were  registered  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  registrations  consisted  of  five 
(5)  manufacturers,  the  remainder  being  shop  premises  reg- 
istered for  sale  and  storage  of  the  commodity  only.  Before 
registration  of  the  latter  was  granted,  washing  facilities 
including  hot  and  cold  water  on  tap  and  a suitable  refrigerator 
for  storage  purposes  was  demanded.  In  all  17  shop  premises 
were  registered  during  the  year  for  sale  and  storage  of  pre- 
packed Ice  Cream. 

I am  of  opinion  that  all  recommended  shop  registrations 
should  be  granted,  as  in  time,  this  type  of  sale  will  tend  to 
out-do  the  present  method  of  sale  by  barrow-boys,  which 
practice  does  provide  much  opportunity  for  criticism  regard- 
ing storage  and  handling  of  the  commodity  during  street 
hawking. 

During  the  year  thirty-two  (32)  samples  of  Ice  Cream 
were  obtained  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Analysis, 
the  results  obtained  being  as  follows : — 

9 Samples  — Provisional  Grade  1. 

15  Samples  — Provisional  Grade  2. 

4 Samples  — Provisional  Grade  3. 

4 Samples  — Provisional  Grade  4. 

All  samples  below  Provisional  Grade  2 were  followed  up 
with  visits  of  inspection  and  further  sampling.  It  appears 
that  much  of  the  trouble  was  due  to  the  use  of  surplus  milk 
which  was  made  available  for  Ice  Cream  making  during  the 
summer  months  and  which,  owing  to  its  age  and  the  con- 
tinuous spell  of  warm  weather,  was  found  to  be  of  poor 
keeping  quality  and  when  processed  produced  an  Ice  Cream  of 
a poor  bacteriological  standard. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Cowsheds 

There  are  thirteen  (13)  registered  Cowsheds  situated  in 
this  area,  housing  an  approximate  total  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  (157)  milking  cows.  The  majority  of  the  milk 
produced  is  despatched  to  Pasteurising  establishments  in  the 
adjoining  County  Borough  for  processing  and  subsequent 
retailing. 

Thirty  (30)  visits  were  entailed  relative  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  Cowsheds  and  with  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  this  work  was  taken  from 
your  Authority  to  be  administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries. 

Dairies 

There  are  eight  (8)  Dairies  registered  with  your 
Authority,  and  all,  in  addition  to  retailing  ungraded  milk, 
retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  for  which  they  each  hold  a 
Dealer’s  Licence  issued  by  your  Authority. 

A considerable  amount  of  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  is  retailed  in  your  area  by  outside  firms  who  are 
in  possession  of  Supplementary  Licences  as  issued  by  your 
Authority.  In  all  there  are  six  (6)  such  purveyors  retailing 
in  this  District. 

During  the  year  sixty-four  (64)  visits  were  made  to 
Dairy  premises  and  all  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a 
reasonable  state  of  cleanliness. 

Milk  Sampling 

Twenty  (20)  informal  samples  were  obtained  and  tested 
in  the  Department  for  Chemical  Analysis.  The  highest  fat 
content  recorded  was  4.7%,  whilst  the  lowest  was  3.1%,  the 
average  fat  content  of  all  samples  being  3.5%.  None  of  the 
samples  recorded  a “Solids  not  Fat"  reading  of  less  than  8,5%. 

Whilst  your  Authority  are  not  the  Authorised  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  for  this  District,  the  obtaining  of  Informal 
Samples  and  the  checking  of  same  in  the  Department  for 
Chemical  Analysis  does  give  one  the  satisfaction  of  being- 
able  to  maintain  a check  on  the  chemical  standard  of  milk 
retailed  in  this  area.  My  opinion  of  expression  is  that  your 
Authority  should  be  the  Authorised  Food  and  Drugs  Author- 
ity for  this  district  and  I am  of  opinion  that  this  matter 
should  be  taken  up  once  more  at  Ministry  level, 
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During  the  year  fifty-five  (55)  samples  of  milk  were  ob- 
tained and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Northallerton,  for  Bacteriological  Analysis,  nine  (9)  of  the 
samples  were  of  Pasteurised  School  Milks  and  all  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  It  was  noticeable  that  of  the  thirty-two  (32) 
samples  of  ungraded  milks  obtained,  fifteen  (15)  did  not  prove 
to  be  satisfactory,  whilst  of  twenty-three  (23)  designated 
samples  obtained  only  one  failed  to  comply.  All  Pasteurised 
samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

For  your  information  a summarised  list  of  sample 
results  is  appended. 


Total  No. 

Designation 

Analysis 

Result 

of  Samples 

of  Sample 

Satis- 

factory 

Not 

Satis- 

factory 

32 

Ungraded  Milk 

17 

15 

8 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk 

7 

1 

15 

(including  9 

School  Milks) 

Pasteurised 

15 

Raw  Mussels  in  Shell 

Three  (3)  samples  of  the  above  were  obtained  during  the 
year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
for  observations.  The  samples  proved  to  be  free  from  con- 
tamination with  pathogenic  organisms. 

These  samples  were  obtained  as  a result  of  the  increased 
sales  of  cooked  mussels  in  the  District  and  as  a safeguard 
against  the  sale  of  polluted  shell-fish. 


RODENT  CONTROL 
Ra+s  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 

673  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of 
Rats  and/or  Mice  infested  premises.  In  all  152  private  houses 
and  10  business  premises  were  disinfested  during  the  year. 
The  Public  Sewers  of  the  District  were  subjected  to  two 
maintenance  treatments  which  entailed  the  work  of  pre- 
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baiting  on  two  successive  days  followed  by  poison  baiting 
on  the  third  day.  Thus  approximately  561  manholes  were 
given  attention  during  each  treatment. 

Your  Authority  have  taken  advantage  of  the  offered 
financial  assistance  made  possible  by  block  grant  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  approved  work 
under  Circular  N.S.  19.  Thus  work  undertaken  during  the 
year  relative  to  treatment  of  Sewers,  Council  Properties, 
Refuse  Tip  and  private  dwelling  houses  does  rank  for 
financial  assistance  by  the  way  of  50%  “Block  Financial 
Grant”. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-two  (282)  visits  were  made  rela- 
tive to  Infectious  Disease  Prevention.  After  removal  of  the 
patient,  the  premises  were  visited,  enquiries  and  inspection 
were  carried  out,  and  terminal  disinfection  was  put  into  effect. 
Visits  were  made  in  connection  with  a number  of  “Home 
Treated"  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  here  terminal  disinfection 
was  carried  out  on  receipt  of  a certificate  of  clearance  from 
the  practitioner  attending  the  patient. 

The  undermentioned  is  an  analysis  of  the  premises  disin- 


fected  during  the 

year. 

Houses 

Rooms 

Cause 

51 

123 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

19 

Diphtheria. 

22 

56 

Tuberculosis 

22 

30 

Other  medical  causes. 

Total  103 

228 
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